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Topics

• Agenda
• Introduction
• Vaccine update 
• Epi and COVID-19 trend updates
• Q&A

• Where to get information
• Weekly COVID-19 Provider Briefing (all licensees)
• COVID-19 periodic briefings, advisories and updates
• covid.ri.gov/public/publications-and-resources/covid-

19-periodic-briefings-advisories-and-updates







COVID-19 Data



Hospitalizations



COVID-19 was the leading cause of 
death for Rhode Islanders in 2020



Vaccines- Daily doses



65% of Eligible Rhode Islanders Have 
Received at Least One Dose



Number of people vaccinated



Where are we now in terms of 
community transmission?

• Minimal: <10 cases/100,000

• Moderate: 10-100 cases/100,000

• Substantial: >100 cases/100,000

• Last week: 157, this week 117



PPE in Moderate/Substantial: More Likely to 
Encounter Asymptomatic and Pre-Symptomatic 
Patients

If no risk for that particular patient:
• HCP should follow Standard Precautions (and Transmission-Based 

Precautions if required based on the suspected diagnosis; for example, use 
an N-95 respirator or equivalent or higher level respirator if the patient is 
suspected to have tuberculosis)

• Additionally, HCP should use PPE as described below:
• N-95 respirators or equivalent or higher-level respirators should be used for

• All aerosol-generating procedures AND
• All surgical procedures that might pose higher risk for transmission if the patient has 

COVID-19 (e.g., that generate potentially infectious aerosols or involving anatomic regions 
where viral loads might be higher, such as the nose and throat and  oropharynx)

• One of the following should be worn by HCP for source control while in the facility 
and for protection during patient care encounters:

• An N-95 respirator OR
• A respirator approved under standards used in other countries that are similar to NIOSH-

approved N-95 filtering facepiece respirators OR
• A well-fitting facemask (e.g., selection of a facemask with a nose wire to help the facemask 

conform to the face; selection of a facemask with ties rather than ear loops; use of a mask 
fitter; tying the facemask’s ear loops and tucking in the side pleats; fastening the 
facemask’s ear loops behind the wearer’s headexternal icon; use of a cloth mask over the 
facemask to help it conform to the wearer’s face)

• Eye protection should be worn during patient care encounters to ensure the eyes are 
also protected from exposure to respiratory secretions.



CDC Infection Control Guidance 

• Dental has not updated, latest CDC update from 
February 10, 2021

• Continued symptom screening, from home or at 
work

• PPE: Source control and protection
• Follow level of transmission in community

• Moderate to substantial community transmission
• Minimal: <10 cases/100,000
• Moderate: 10-100 cases/100,000
• Substantial: >100 cases/100,000



Where can I get a vaccine?

• Many places! Check vaccinateri.org 
• Dave’s Fresh Marketplace
• Walgreens (Johnson & Johnson or Pfizer)
• CVS (all types)
• Stop & Shop (Johnson & Johnson or Moderna)
• Walmart (Pfizer)
• Homebound: 3 partners

• Alert Ambulance
• MedTech Ambulance
• PACE-RI
• MTM also available



How can I help vaccinate?

• Those interested in volunteering to help with 
vaccination can:

• Sign up for the Medical Reserve Corps of RI at 
www.riresponds.org

• Reach out to The Wellness Company at 
twc.thewellcomp.com, which may be looking for paid 
staff or volunteers to help with vaccination clinics

• Contact your local emergency management office to 
offer your help
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Vaccine record

• Visit portal.ri.gov/VaccineRecord

• Any issues, email ridoh.rcsadmin@health.ri.gov

• Corrections: health.ri.gov/forms/records/COVID-
Immunization-Record-Correction-Request.pdf
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